The Federalist/Anti-Federalist Argument

Federalist 1
Alexander Hamilton

Excerpt 1
It has been frequently remarked that it seems to have been reserved to the people of this country, by their

conduct and example, to decide the important question, whether societies of men are really capable or not
of establishing good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever destined to
depend for their political constitutions on accident and force.

Brutus I

October 18, 1787

Excerpt 2
The most important question that was ever proposed to your decision, or to the decision of any people

under heaven, is before you, and you are to decide upon it by men of your own election, [chosen]
specially for this purpose. If the constitution, offered to [your acceptance], be a wise one, calculated to
preserve the [invaluable blessings] of liberty, to secure the inestimable rights of mankind, and promote
human happiness, then, if you accept it, you will lay a lasting foundation of happiness for millions yet
unborn; generations to come will rise up and call you blessed. You may rejoice in the prospects of this
vast extended continent becoming filled with freemen, who will assert the dignity of human nature. You
may solace yourselves with the idea, that society, in this favoured land, will fast([full]) advance to the
highest point of perfection; the human mind will expand in knowledge and virtue, and the golden age be,
in some measure, realised. But if, on the other hand, this form of government contains principles that will
lead to the subversion of liberty — if it tends to establish a despotism, or, what is worse, a tyrannic
aristocracy; then, if you adopt it, this only remaining assylum for liberty will be [shut] up, and posterity
will execrate your memory.

Brutus I
October 18, 1787

Excerpt 3
This government is to possess absolute and uncontroulable power, legislative, executive and judicial, with

respect to every object to which it extends, for by the last clause of section 8th, article Ist, it is declared
"that the Congress shall have power to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying
into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this constitution, in the government
of the United States; or in any department or office thereof." And by the 6th article, it is declared "that
this constitution, and the laws of the United States, which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and the
treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law
of the land; and the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitution, or law of
any state to the contrary notwithstanding." It appears from these articles that there is no need of any
intervention of the state governments, between the Congress and the people, to execute any one power
vested in the general government, and that the constitution and laws of every state are nullified and
declared void, so far as they are or shall be inconsistent with this constitution.




Federalist 45
James Madison

Excerpt 4
The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to the federal governm

which are to remain in the State governments are numerous and indefinite. The former will be exercised
principally on external objects, as war, peace, negotiation, and foreign commerce; with which last the
power of taxation will, for the most part, be connected. The powers reserved to the several States will
extend to all the objects which, in the ordinary course of affairs, concern the lives, liberties, and properties

of the people, and the internal order, improvement, and prosperity of the State.

ent are few and defined. Those

The operations of the federal government will be most extensive and important in times of war and

danger; those of the State governments in times of peace and secunty. As the former periods will
probably bear a small proportion to the latter, the State governments will here enjoy another advantage

over the federal government. The more adequate, indeed, the federal powers may be rendered to the
national defense, the less frequent will be those scenes of danger which mu ght favor their ascendancy over

the governments of the particular States.

Brutus I
October 18, 1787

Excerpt 5
History furnishes no example of a free republic, anything like the extent of the United States. The Grecian

republics were of small extent; so also was that of the Romans. Both of these, it is true, in process of time,
extended their conquests over large territories of country; and the consequence was, that their
governments were changed from that of free governments to those of the most tyrannical that ever existed

in the world.

... The territory of the United States is of vast extent; it now contains near three millions of souls, and 1s
capable of containing much more than ten times that number. Is it practicable for a country, so large and
so numerous as they will soon become, to elect a representation, that will speak their sentiments, without
their becoming so numerous as to be incapable of transacting public business? It certainly 1s not.

Federalist 10
James Madison

Excerpt 6
The other point of difference is the greater number of citizens and extent of terntory which may be

brought within the compass of republican than of democratic government; and it is this circumstance
principally which renders factious combinations less to be dreaded in the former than in the latter. The
smaller the society, the fewer probably will be the distinct parties and interests composing it; the fewer
the distinct parties and interests, the more frequently will a majority be found of the same party; and the
smaller the number of individuals composing a majority, and the smaller the compass within which they
are placed, the more easily will they concert and execute their plans of oppression. Extend the sphere and
you take in a greater variety of parties and interests; you make it less probable that a majority of the whole
will have a common motive to invade the rights of other citizens; or 1f such a common motive exists, it
will be more difficult for all who feel it to discover their own strength and to act in unison with each

other.




Brutus II

November 1, 1787

Excerpt 7

This principle, which seems so evidently founded in the reason and nature of things, is confirmed by
universal experience. Those who have governed, have been found in all ages ever active to enlarge their
powers and abridge the public liberty. This has induced the people in all countnes, where any sense of
freedom remained, to fix barriers against the encroachments of their rulers. The country from which we
have derived our origin, is an eminent example of this. Their magna charta and bill of rights have long
been the boast, as well as the security, of that nation. I need say no more, ] presume, to an American, than,
that this principle is a fundamental one, in all the constitutions of our own states; there is not one of them
but what is either founded on a declaration or bill of rights, or has certain express reservation of rights
interwoven in the body of them. From this it appears, that at a time when the pulse of liberty beat high
and when an appeal was made to the people to form constitutions for the government of themselves, it
was their universal sense, that such declarations should make a part of their frames of government. It is

therefore the more astonishing, that this grand security, to the rights of the people, 1s not to be found 1n
this constitution.

Federalist 84
Alexander Hamilton
Excerpt 8

It has been several times truly remarked that bills of rights are, in their ongin, stipulations between kings
and their subjects, abridgements of prerogative in favor of privilege, reservations of rights not surrendered
to the prince. Such was MAGNA CHARTA, obtained by the barons, sword in hand, from King John.
Such were the subsequent confirmations of that charter by subsequent princes. Such was the Petition of
the Right assented to by Charles the First in the beginning of his reign. Such, also, was the Declaration of
Right presented by the Lords and Commons to the Prince of Orange in 1688, and afterwards thrown 1nto
the form of an act of Parliament called the Bill of Rights. It is evident, therefore, that, according to their
primitive signification, they have no application to constitutions, professedly founded upon the power of
the people and executed by their immediate representatives and servants. Here, 1n strictness, the people
surrender nothing; and as they retain everything they have no need of particular reservations. "WE, THE
PEOPLE of the United States, to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain
and establish this Constitution for the United States of America." Here is a better recognition of popular
rights than volumes of those aphorisms which make the principal figure in several of our State bills of
rights and which would sound much better in a treatise of ethics than in a constitution of government.

Brutus I
October 18, 1787

Excerpt 9
perfection is not to be expected in anything that is the production of man - and if I did not in my

conscience believe that this scheme was defective in the fundamental principles - in the foundation upon
which a free and equal government must rest - I would hold my peace.




